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Thank you for supporting Workaid 
 
 
 

  

     Workaid, The Old Boot Factory, 71, Townsend  Road, Chesham, Buckinghamshire. HP5 2AA 

     Telephone: 01494 775220  Email:  admin@workaid.org   Website:  www.workaid.org  
Registered Charity No.1041574   Registered Company No.2576450 

Chairman : Sylvia Parrott MBE 
Patrons:  Sir William Castell   Lord Griffiths of Fforestfach   Sir John Johnson KCMG   Lady Johnson   Rev. Dr. Colin Morris  Mr Gary Grant 

Founder:  Kenneth Nunn 

ñ...I am married with two children. In order for me to survive I use this machine in making 
dresses, shirts and other things. Through the sewing machine, I am able to support my  
young ones at home in terms of school fees, books and other small things ï also with food.ò 

 

Finley Muchindu Namwala Youth 

Projects  

Southern Zambia  
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Dear Supporter  
 
Thank you for requesting the Workaid Fundraising Ideas Guide ï itôs great to know you are interested in 
fundraising for us. Your support really is appreciated and will help us ensure that some of the worldôs 
poorest communities will continue to receive life changing tools and life skills.  
 
The new Workaid workshop is currently packed full of tools and equipment which have been generously 
donated to us by all our friends and supporters but we urgently need the funding to be able to ship these 
items to the needy communities in Africa who are awaiting them. 
 

Furthermore, Workaid is currently facing an enormous challenge to raise the funds to complete the 
refurbishment works on our new premises at The Old Boot Factory in Chesham and make the loan 
repayments on the property to reduce our debt burden of £360,000.  
 
Everyone involved with Workaid feel passionately that such a simple concept, recycling unwanted tools 
and equipment to help change the lives of others, must continue and we are determined to secure the 
future life of the charity. In these financially uncertain times we urgently need to reduce our outstanding 
loan so that we can continue to support our on-going work in Africa and your fundraising efforts, no 
matter how small, will go a long way in helping us achieve this goal. 
 

This guide is designed to give you a variety of ideas and suggests various ways you can help Workaid, 
so hopefully there is something to suit you. Fundraising events whether a small coffee morning, 
sponsored walk, or charity concert may take place at any time to suit you and Workaid can supply you 
with fundraising materials, sponsorship forms etc you may need to support your event. We have 
included a sponsorship form at the back of this guide to start you off!  
 
Please help support Workaid by organising a fundraising event for us and giving Workaid our highest 
fundraising total ever! 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Sylvia Parrott, MBE  
Workaid Chairman  
 
 

There are many ways you can help Workaid 
 
We have listed a variety of fundraising ideas on the following pages but have first summaris ed 
the many ways you can help Workaid below: -  
 
Donate tools and equipment  Workaid relies on the generosity of the general public 
to supply us with unwanted tools and equipment for further use in Africa. If you have 
any unwanted items such as:- sewing machines, knitting machines, typewriters and 
carpentry, metalwork, construction, car maintenance and horticultural tools, please 
give them to Workaid rather than throw them away and please tell all your friends 
too! 
 
 
Become a Workaid volunteer   Workaidôs success depends on a team of 170 dedicated volunteers 
who regularly refurbish tools in our workshop. If you live locally, you might like to join our friendly team 
in the workshop or in the office at The Old Boot Factory in Townsend Road, Chesham by giving a little 
of your time each week.  
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Become a Workaid Area Organiser  90 volunteers based all around the UK help Workaid by collecting 
and storing donated tools and equipment on our behalf until we are able to collect them. We are always 
looking for people, so please let us know if you have friends or family in other areas of the country with 
a little storage space, who may be willing to help. 
 
Become a óWorkaid Friendô a regular supporter of Workaid   Help us today by giving a regular 
monthly donation. Regular income is of enormous value to Workaid as it enables us to plan effectively 
for the future helping us to improve the lives of thousands of disadvantaged people in Africa each year.  
 
Workaid in the workplace, church or school  Please nominate Workaid as the charity of the year at 
your place of work, business, school, church, club or society, or please  suggest Workaid as the 
beneficiary of the organisationôs sponsored or fundraising event next year. 
 
Leave a legacy  Legacies are a vital source of income for Workaid. Please consider leaving Workaid a 
gift in your will. If you have inherited a legacy and would like Workaid to benefit from it, a simple Deed 
of Variation can be made and any inheritance tax paid on it recovered.  
 
Friends make friends  óSpreading the wordô is vital for Workaidôs future as we are not widely known 
about outside a very local area. Please tell friends, relatives and colleagues about Workaid and help 
publicise the work that we do. Perhaps your local village/town, church, school newsletter would be 
willing to publish a short article about Workaid ï many are always on the look out for interesting stories.  
 
Become a Workaid Ambassador Do you like public speaking and attending local events? Workaid 
needs people who are willing to give short presentations, or just generally chat about the work that we 
do, at local churches, schools etc. as well as manning stands at local events.  
 
Everyclick.com   Everyclick.com is a search engine that lets you search the internet and benefit the 
charity of your choice at the same time. You can sign up to Everyclick at  www.everyclick.com , so all 
you need to do to raise money for us is select Workaid as the charity you would like to support and then 
search the web as normal, as you would by using óGoogleô or equivalent.  
 
Christmas /greetings cards and Christmas gifts Workaid has a wonderful christmas card design this 
year.  Contact the Workaid office if you would like to buy some for your friends and relatives this year.  
Stuck for a Christmas or birthday present? Why not choose a practical present from Workaid? Your gift 
of, a sewing machine or carpentry set for example, would bring enormous benefits to someone in the 
developing world and captures the true spirit of Christmas.  
 

Become a Workaid fundraiser  

Your time spent organising an event would be of enormous value to us as we have few resources to 
invest in fundraising activities. By raising funds for Workaid, you will be helping to transform the lives of 
some of the worldôs poorest communities.   
 

About Workaid   
When fundraising, people will want to know where their money will go.  It is important therefore that you 
know what Workaid does and where and how the money you raise will be spent.  
 
Workaidôs objectives 
Workaidôs aim is to tackle poverty in developing countries. We believe in helping people to help 
themselves, giving people the tools they need and empowering them to build better lives for themselves 
and their families.  
 
As well as this overseas objective, Workaid satisfies the following UK based objectives:- 

1.  Assist UK based organisations and charities providing refurbished tools and equipment  
2.  Provide worthwhile volunteering opportunities for the local community including vulnerable 

         community groups  
      3,  Make a significantly positive environmental impact in the UK 

http://www.everyclick.com/
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Our Beneficiaries  
Workaid achieves its aims by providing practical aid at grass-roots level, supplying refurbished tools 
and equipment to vocational training schemes and self-help projects that benefit disadvantaged people, 
by helping them to learn new skills. We work with vulnerable groups of people:- orphans, street 
children, unemployed young people, disabled and elderly people,  HIV/AIDS suffers, widows and 
refugees.  
 
Our impact  
Each year, Workaid enables an estimated 7,500 disadvantaged people in East Africa (mostly Kenya, 
Uganda, Zambia and Tanzania) to learn a skilled trade such as tailoring, masonry, carpentry and car 
maintenance ï giving them the opportunity to earn a living and become more self-sufficient, thus 
breaking the cycle of poverty. A total of 1,800 projects have been assisted since 1986, helping to bring 
an estimated 90,000 people out of poverty and transform their lives for the better. 
 
What makes Workaid different?  
Workaid sends tangible, practical items to developing countries.  Unlike most overseas development 
agencies, money from supporters is not sent overseas where it may risk being mis-managed or might 
not reach those in desperate need. Workaid is able to guarantee that practical items are delivered 
straight into the hands of those that need them most.  
 
Our volunteers  
Workaid's volunteering programme (260 volunteers) provides worthwhile opportunities for all, 
particularly elderly, redundant, retired people, as well as opportunities for the excluded and/or socially 
isolated (people with special needs, elderly/disabled people, youth offenders) who take on worthwhile 
work and are able to contribute in society within a caring and supportive environment, learning skills 
and gaining experience, providing a stepping-stone for some to join or return to the workplace whilst 
enhancing self-esteem & confidence. 
 
Many volunteers are referred to Workaid via:- The Learning Disability Centre, Youth Offending Service, 
Crossroads, Back 2 Basics, Scout Enterprises (getting people back into employment) Headway (people 
recovering from strokes/brain injuries) and Oxfordshire and Bucks Mental Health Partnership.  
 
The Environment  
Workaid makes a positive environmental impact saving more than 60 tonnes of waste material reaching 
UK landfill sites each year.  
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The following provides an idea of the costs Workaid incurs t o fulfil its main activities: - 
 

As well as a regular supply of tools Workaid needs the funds to transport them to those who are 
desperately awaiting them overseas. Each container shipment, carrying an average of 10 tonnes of 
tools, in the region of 800 sewing machines, 500 typewriters and 500 tool sets, costs Workaid around 
£5,000.  Workaid sends six 20ft containers to Africa each year and we urgently need help to cover 
these costs.  
 

 

 

It costs Workaid around £5,000  

to send a 20ft container to Africa 

door to door 

 
 

 

 

 

It costs Workaid £20 to refurbish and 

    ship a sewing machine to an 

         orphanage in East Africa 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

It costs Workaid £30 to send a  

refurbished Carpentry Kit to a  

disabled self-help group 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 

Workaid has already covered the costs 

for a deposit to purchase our new 

workshop, The Old Boot Factory , plus 

refurbishment costs to update  the  

derelict building. We now need to begin 

paying off  the remaining loan of 

£360,000 loan  on  the  building  so that 

we can continue fundraising to support 

our on-going work in Africa.                                                      


